Do you claim any of the following benefits?

Income Support

Income-based Jobseekers Allowance

Income-related Employment and Support Allowance

Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit

e Child Tax Credit (as long as you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit
and you don't get more than £16,190 a year)

e Working Tax Credit run-on (paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for
Working Tax Credit) ,

e Universal Credit (with annual earned income of ho more than £7,400

after tax and not including any benefits you get).

If so and your child is attending a Hertfordshire school (even if you
don’t live in Hertfordshire) you can claim free school meals. Even if
you don’t want to take the meals, making a claim will help the school
as they will receive some extra funding for each child registered for
them.

All children in Reception class, Year 1 and Year 2 are automatically
entitled to free school meals, even if you don’t receive one of the
qualifying benefits or tax credits — but for each child with a registered
free school meal claim the school will receive additional funding so

it’s still worth applying.

It’s really easy and quick to apply — an online application can be made
at www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals. Have your National
Insurance number or Home Office number to hand when you apply. It
only takes 5 mins and in most cases we can tell you straightaway if
your child can get free meals at school.




