
Developing Retention across the curriculum at St Cross Catholic Primary School  

Developing retention of key knowledge is a key priority across all year groups: 

 percentage of children are EAL children 

 mobility of children across key stage 1 and 2 

 some parents do not speak English as their first language at home 

 limited language development on entry 

 limited access to cultural capital opportunities outside of school due to Covid 19 

pandemic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other strategies: 

  

 Working walls are used, predominantly in Math and English to show the learning 

process visually. 

 Metacognition (learning to learn) strategies/techniques are taught to the children by 

the teachers during their teaching sessions.  

 Learning mats are used across school as an aid to learning. 

 Pupils are asked what they want to learn prior to a unit being taught- the fact they are 

involved in the generation of their learning means they are more likely to retain 

information. 

Pre learning 

Pre learning is used to better pinpoint 

children’s entry levels to ensure that 

teaching is targeted accurately. 

Provide children with exposure to 

vocabulary- tier 2 and 3 and increase 

the child’s confidence. 

 
Post learning is used in subjects to 

show progress and retention of 

knowledge over a short timescale ie 

immediately after learning has taken 

place. 

 

Sticky knowledge assessments 

through Feedback Marking questions 

are completed after a lesson of work 

The questions capture learning, 

vocabulary and retention of facts. 

 
Children then complete ‘Has the 

knowledge stuck?’ questions in the 

term after their unit has been taught 

which demonstrates longer term 

retention. 

 

Children complete General 

Knowledge tests/quiz at the end of a 

unit so that we can check even 

longer term retention of facts. 

Post learning 

Sticky 

Knowledge 
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knowledge stuck? 

General 

Knowledge test 

Mastery questions are used in all 

subjects to check retention of previous 

learning. This is seen in Feedback 

marking questions or verbal 

reasoning. 
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