
Parent Reading Workshop 

Reception
Year 1 & 2



Impact of Reading 

85% of the curriculum is taught through reading. 



Reading at St. Cross in EYFS, Year 1 and Year 2
-Phonics

-Shared reading through class stories/books

-Independent reading 

-Daily readers
-Enrichment activities/weeks (‘Take One Book’, World Book Day)

-All children are heard by an adult at least once a week 

-Reading sessions 3 times a week in small, guided groups (Reception and Year 1)

-Lexia

-Year 2: Reciprocal Reading in child-led groups (vocabulary triangles)



Reading practice sessions are: 
• timetabled three times a week 
• taught by a trained 

teacher/teaching assistant
• taught in small groups.

How do we teach reading in books?



Reading a book and chatting had a positive 
impact a year later on children’s ability to…
• understand words and sentences
• use a wide range of vocabulary
• develop listening comprehension skills.
The amount of books children were exposed to 
by age 6 was a positive predictor of their reading 
ability two years later.

The most important thing you can 
do is read with your child

Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills: A five-year longitudinal study (2002) Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J



• Your child should be able to read 
their book without your help.

• If they can’t read a word read it to 
them.

• Talk about the book and celebrate 
their success.

Listening to your child read their phonics book



The shared book is for YOU to read:
• Make the story sound as exciting as you can by 

changing your voice.
• Talk with your child as much as you can:

o Introduce new and exciting language
o Encourage your child to use new vocabulary
oMake up sentences together
o Find different words to use
oDescribe things you see.

Read to your child



Use your home language. 

It is better for your child to hear expert talk from 
you in your language. 

Many studies tell us it is the back-and-forth talk 
between adults and children when they are 
sharing books that makes the difference to 
children’s language and comprehension.

This impact will translate to better language and 
comprehension for your child in English.

Does it matter which language we use?



Let your child be the boss of the books they 
choose. Enjoyment really matters.

Comics, information books, magazines, story 
books, picture books, poems and leaflets are all 
great for sharing.

Catalogues are fun to share and talk about too.

Does the type of book matter?



Repeated reading of books is really beneficial for 
children. It helps them memorise parts of stories, 
words and phrases too.

Knowing a book or poem by heart is fun and 
powerful for children, they can ‘read’ the story 
with you, or join in with words of phrases.

If you really want to mix it up, offer another book 
alongside the much-loved favourite!

What if they always want to 
read the same book?



How can parents help?

Practise blending to read as often as possible…
Road signs
Food packaging 

Practise segmenting to spell (start by counting the sounds).
You could use…
Magnetic letters on the fridge
Foam letters in the bath
Robot voices (‘Can you please fetch your b-a-g’)



Talk about the book!
• Ask questions to check understanding.
• Discuss characters, settings, plot.
• Link events to child's own experience.
• Retell the story.
• Stop reading halfway through and discuss what might happen next 

(keep interruptions to a minimum to preserve the magic of the story).
• Pick out new or interesting words and discuss the meaning.



Parental Support  
• Parental partnership 

• Daily reading (BoomReader) 
• Comic

• Cook Books 
• Library visits

• Audiobooks (Audible)
• Board Games

• Reading Games 











Spellings (Year 2)

• Spellings are linked to the 
sound(s)/spelling pattern(s) that 

we are learning in class that 
week. 

• Children have the opportunity 
to practise spellings in class in a 

variety of ways.
• At home you can help your child 

learn their spellings by…





Recommended Reading Lists 



Lexia

• Children that need further support in reading have access to the Lexia
reading programme.

• Although your child will have access to this at school, you can also 
access it from home using their login

• Logins can be found in Homework Diaries.


